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Hello! This is Thomas. There is one group of people living in Jooddooo0oooooooooooooooonn )

lowa who have an interesting lifestyle.0 The Amish live plainly in 00000000000 oooooooooOooooOooon

an old-fashioned way.O Due to their religion the Amish dress plain-
ly and don't use cars or modern technology.U They originally came
from Switzerland, where a split in the church led to the formation of
the Amish group.0 More traditional groups still speak a dialect of
Swiss German.O0 The Amish are very religious.0 They make their
living by farming and selling crafts.

In lowa, the Amana Colonies are home to a group similar to the
Amish.0 They have the same strong religious beliefs and live the
same lifestyle.0 They lived independently of the American govern-
ment for 80 years.0 Using the skills they brought from Germany,
they were able to produce everything they needed.0 They used
hand, horse, water, and wind power to maintain their lifestyle with-
out outside help.0 Until 1935 they made their own furniture,
clothes, blankets, toys, tools, candy, candles, etc.

Today, traditions of the Amanas are the same as they were 125
years ago.0 Churches are plain, with no stained glass windows.O
Men and women still sit on opposite sides of the church.O
Traditionally church services have been in German, however, in
1960 English language church services were introduced in addition
to German.U

Traditional agriculture is still important, but today the Amana
Colonies are a major tourist attraction.0 The colonies have been a
National Historic Landmark since 1965.0 The area has several
hotels and bed & breakfasts.0 There are many restaurants and craft
shops.0 You can also find woodworking shops, wine shops, and a
brewery.O If you are looking to get away from the pressures of
modern life then the Amana Colonies might be a nice location.
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