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ALtli

Hello! This is one of Inamachi's ALTs, Alan
Takayama. This time | am writing regarding national tra-
ditions.

Australia has few national traditions, as compared to a
country like Japan. In Japan the month of March has
many customs associated with events such as
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Hinamatsuri or Ohigan, but Australia lacks these sorts of
practices. Perhaps it has something to do with the fact
that as a nation we have had much less time to develop a
distinguished culture of our own. It could also be because
Australia is a very multicultural nation where immigrants
( Chinese-Australian, Italian-Australian, etc)still maintain
close ties to the traditions of their motherland.

While Australians may be lacking in national tradi-
tions, we have a great opportunity to experience the cus-
toms and products of other countries. People of the big
cities (Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane, etc) are able to
appreciate a huge variety of authentic foods and drinks
from foreign countries. Perhaps the next time | am in
Australia in March | will see Hinamatsuri dolls at a
friend's house?

See you!
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