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ALT's News World nois 3355

Hello,lI am Cecilia. This month I will tell you about a
Filipino hero.

In 2009, Efren Pefaflorida was chosen one of the top 10
CNN 2009 heroes; a living hero. He's made it there because
of his excellence with an outstanding advocacy to teach and
educate Filipino children in the streets. For the past 12 years,
Pefiaflorida and his team of teen volunteers have taught
basic reading and writing to children living on the streets.
Their main tool: A pushcart classroom. Stocked with books,
pens, tables and chairs, his Dynamic Teen Company recre-
ates a school setting in unconventional locations such as the
cemetery and municipal trash dump.

Pefiaflorida knows firsthand the adversity faced by these
children. Born into a poor family, he lived in a shanty near
the city dump site. But he says he refused to allow his cir-
cumstances to define his future.He created the Dynamic
Teen Company to offer his classmates an outlet to lift up
themselves and their community. For Pefaflorida, that meant
returning to the slums of his childhood to give kids the edu-
cation he felt they deserved.

That's all for this month,See you next time.
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