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How do you do? My name is Hayato Ashby. A new
ALT in Ina Town. I'm from New Zealand. So, I'm going
to write about my home country.

Most countries celebrate new years in January. Did you
know that in New Zealand, the maori people celebrate
new years at a different time? Maori new years is called
"Matariki". It is when the star constellation called
"Matariki" becomes visible in the night sky. In older days
matariki was the traditional time when the ground would
be prepared for the new years crops. An important time as
food was scarce. Maori new year is celebrated at the end
of June and at the beginning of July. In English matariki
means the eyes of god. So it's a very auspicious time for
the maori people. Nowadays celebrations consist of big
formal dances and big dinners at home where families
meet together.

So much for this month, see you next time on this cor-
ner.
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