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What's en™

Just after New Years, | went to Minakami, Gunma W|th
some family and friends. | have been to Minakami many
times. I've always wanted to try snowboarding there, but |
couldn't find rental items in my size. | didn't want to buy
my own gear for my first time. It's very expensive and if |
didn't like it, it would be "mottainai”.

This time | found a shop that had a rental board and some
boots in my size! | was so happy and excited! | rented
them and the shopkeeper let me take them home that night
for the next day. When | got home, | couldn't sit still. |
couldn't even sleep! | was envisioning myself snowboarding.
My wife said that | was like a child on Christmas morning.

I went to the slope at 10.00 the next morning. | spent the
next 3 hours teaching myself to ride. It was a PAINFUL
lesson! | fell down so many times. | didn't stop trying
though. | watched other people ride and then tried to copy
them. In the afternoon, | had gotten the hang of it and was
riding with no problem.

I had so much fun snowboarding. It is a new hobby for me.
I really don't like the winter but snowboarding has changed
my mind. | can't wait for snow now! The more snow, the
better the riding.

Til next time....
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