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No.6
ENGLISH VACATIONS
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Cheap, easily available, air travel changed English\
vacation habits. English resorts could not compete
with the climate of southern Europe or the mystique
of visiting a foreign country. Increasingly, from the
1970s the English went south for their holiday.
Spain was a favourite destination. Sunbathing on the
beach was still the most popular past time during
vacations. Often the success of your holiday would
be judged on how dark a shade of brown your tan
was. The image of a confused, beetroot coloured
(sun burnt), slightly overweight, English-man
stubbornly persisting with ordering his English
breakfast in his native tongue, probably paints an
accurate picture of how other Europeans viewed this
English invasion. This travel culture is similar
today. The English still enjoy their beach breaks.
The continuing decrease in the cost of air travel has
made other destinations in the world more
accessible, although the Mediterranean is still
extremely popular. In a few weeks time I am going
to Spain. We have an apartment beside the beach,
no doubt I will get sun burnt and attempt to order an

English breakfast in English!! )
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