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Hello, my name is Brian. I come from Iowa, USA. No, we
don’t grow potatoes. Maybe you were thinking of Idaho? Actu-
ally, Towa is a farming state. We grow mostly corn and soy-
beans. I think Iowa is a nice place to raise a family. The people
are pure and the education system is great.

So why did I come to Japan? When I was 6 years old, I saw
the movie The Karate Kid. This movie is called Best Kid in Ja-

pan. I always wanted to learn karate after I watched this movie.

Unfortunately, there was not many karate schools in Iowa so
my mom took me to a tae kwon do class instead.

In 2001, I started Japanese class at my high school. In the
summer of 2003, I went on a home stay in Okinawa. It was a
really great experience. I was able to study Japanese and Oki-
nawa history and culture. I visited a Shorin-ryu karate dojo
and I became interested in karate.

I want to tell you something interesting about Karate’s his-
tory. Originally karate was written the characters China ()
and hand (F). Only about 100 years ago they changed it to
empty ZZF “empty hand.” Karate is a very unique martial. I
think the kata are strong and beautiful. I believe karate is for
everyone. Brian
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