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The United States has an International Balloon Fiesta
every year in Albuquerque City, New Mexico. It is a
nine-day event with about 600 air balloons. Countless
spectators gather at landing sites all over the city to
watch incoming balloons. One of the biggest events is
when balloons are launched in two waves, filling the sky
with hundreds of colorful and varied shaped balloons all
at once. Launch directors, acting as traffic cops, coordi-
nate the launch so that they can depart safely.

Other highlights include the illumination of specially
shaped balloons on the ground, and the Fiesta Chal-
lenge Game where balloonists attempt to drop markers
on a target. There is also the Flight of the Nations Mass
Ascension, where balloonists from the same nation
launch their balloons as they wave their national flags.

I hope that you get the opportunity to visit the festival
at some point. It is a spectacular sight! Cecilia
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BHWEDEIR. BERERFREER (ALT--Assistant Language Teacher)




