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Hi everyone! It's Cecilia. Christmas is just around the
corner and it's time to feel the spirit of the holiday season.
Back then in the Philippines, we used to make parols
<Christmas lantern> for our Arts project.

Parol has become an iconic Christmas symbol and as
important as the Christmas tree to Western cultures. It
uplifts the spirit, instills a sense of pride and hope, it not
only brightens Filipino Christmas, but it serves as an
inspiration for Filipino ingenuity.

As early as November, parols are hanged on windows
or doors of every Filipino houses, offices, schools, shop-
ping malls. And even streets are adorned with these
multi-colored lanterns made of bamboo, colored Japanese
paper (washi), plastic and capiz shells. Today, it has
become more colorful because of the twinkling bulbs in
dazzling pattern that help illuminates each parol. Many
communities hold competitions to see who can make the
best parol. One such event is the annual Lantern Festival
in Pampanga, which attracts various craftsmen from all
over the archipelago.

Happy holidays everyone!
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