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/Hello, I am Cecilia Watanabe.

| have many vivid memories of my country during this season.
After the country suffers an annual onslaught of dangerous storms
from July through October, Filipinos start cleaning up the family
grave, hurrying to and fro, doing a last minute buying of the things
they will need in preparing for the occasion. Assorted candles of
colors, shapes and scents and of a variety of flowers freshly picked
from a native farm are deluging in the local market. Such a typical
Filipino setting indeed and so much like Christmas Eve, the differ-
ence is it's not Christmas and it's not for the living. It is All Soul's
Day and it's for the dead.

On this day, thousands and thousands of families come to the ceme-
teries to honor ancestors and relatives who have died—and to enjoy
festive picnics and family reunions among the tombs. Old cemeter-
ies in the Philippines, as a rule, do not consist of neat plots of grass
with gravestones marking the presence of the deceased buried there
below the earth. In the Philippines, many of the dead are laid to rest
above ground in mausoleums (often white) of different sizes, some
large enough to house the remains of many persons in separate
compartments. Those who come to spend All Soul's Day with their

\deceased relatives, therefore, gather together in this kind of setting.
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