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Ireland may be a small country, but it has made a very big
contribution to world literature, in both English and Irish
Gaelic. Irish language poetry has been a tradition from the
6th century, and English language poetry started emerging
from Ireland in the 14th century. Famous lIrish poet, W.B.
Yeats, retold many of the old Irish and Celtic myths in his
poems in English, reinventing the gaelic tradition in the new
language.

Irish fiction is also renowned around the world, with 18th
and 19 th century writers including Jonathan Swift, author
of 'Gulliver's Travels', and Bram Stoker, who wrote 'Dracula’.
The most famous Irish novelist of the 20th century is James
Joyce. Joyce is often regarded as the father of the literary
genre 'stream of consciousness' which is best demonstrated
in his most famous work, 'Ulysses'

Irish theatre is also steeped in history, with traditions as far
back as the 17th century. It was in the late 19th century,
however, that Irish theatre really came of age, with the
emergence of George Bernard Shaw and Oscar Wilde. In the
twentieth century, and even today, Irish writers, actors and
directors continue to flourish, and many have gone on to be
successful in London, Broadway and Hollywood.
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