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“ Wihat's on®

Dia dhuit! That's hello in Irish. In Ireland we have two lan-
guages: English and Irish (also known as Gaelic). English is
the first language in Ireland, however Irish is still spoken in
some areas and taught in most schools. The Irish language
is an important part of our culture and | think it is impor-
tant to keep that culture alive.

Another big part of the culture in Ireland is Irish music and
dancing. Musical instruments used in Irish traditional music
include the harp, violin, bodhran (a kind of drum), guitar,
Uilleann pipes and tin whistle. It is a tradition in lreland for
many people to gather together to play old Irish songs at
what is called a ceili or session. Ceilis are often held in pubs,
and anyone can join in, singing or playing an instrument.
The atmosphere at a traditional session is always fantastic:
Old and young people alike can enjoy themselves and appre-
ciate the music.
Irish dancing is another tradition that has spread across the
world, and has become particularly popular in America.
Girls who practice Irish dance wear beautiful, ornate and
expensive dresses and complicated wigs. Boys dance too,
but they wear simpler outfits and no wigs! The most famous
example of Irish dancing and music is the stage show
“ Riverdance”. Riverdance was actually playing in Shibuya,
Tokyo in October!
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