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A

In the UK measurements of weight, distance and heat are
expressed differently to the Japanese system. Instead of only
using centimeters, meters and kilometers to measure dis-
tance, inches, feet and miles are also used. One mile is
approximately 1.6 kilometers. One foot is around a third of a
meter and one inch is about 2.5 centimeters. When Japanese
friends ask me my height and | reply in feet and inches
more often than not | am not understood. The weight sys-
tem in the UK is also different we use pounds, ounces and
stone more often than grams and kilograms. My weight is
around 83kg 00 expressed in the UK system as 13 stone 6
pounds. The more modern weight system which uses grams
and kilograms and is used throughout most of the world is
called* metric’ whilst the older more peculiar method
which Britain employs is known as' imperial’ . Finally tem-
perature is also measured a little different. In Japan only
centigrade (also known as Celsius) is used. For example [J
today the temperature is 19 degrees centigrade. In the UK
we use both centigrade and Fahrenheit. On most of the UK
weather reports Fahrenheit is the preferred system of meas-
urement. Today's temperature of 19 degrees Celsius would
be expressed as 66 degrees Fahrenheit.
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