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No.13
The Ten Greatest Britons
(fER7Z 510 ADIEEN)

( In 2002 the BBC conducted a poll to find the greatest Briton of
all time. The Nation was asked to express its opinion through a
phone vote. Over three million people participated. Below is a
brief overview of the results. How many of these great Britons
do you recognize?

Oliver Cromwell the Seventeenth Century Parliamentary Civil
War leader secured tenth position. In ninth came Lord Horatio
Nelson, who defeated the French, led by Napoleon, during the
battle of Trafalgar in 1805 . Perhaps surprisingly, John Lennon,
the Beatles, was voted the eighth greatest Briton of all time.
Queen Elizabeth, the Sixteenth Century British monarch who
oversaw Britain's religious change from a Catholic to Protestant
country secured seventh place in the poll. Sixth place was
awarded to renowned scientist Sir Isaac Newton. Who, inspired
by the falling apple, wrote Philosophiae Naturalis Principia
Mathematica. (1687) British Play-Write supreme-William
Shakespeare, author of classics such as Romeo and Juliet and
Macbeth was considered the fifth greatest Briton ever. Charles
Darwin, the author of Origins of Species (1854) which
established Evolutionary Theory, came fourth.

The third greatest Briton of all time-as voted by the British
public was Princess Diana. This is perhaps the most surprising
result of the poll and people may feel that her inclusion in the
list discredits the other nine Great Britons. Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, the Nineteenth Century engineer and innovator was
voted the second greatest Briton of all time. The greatest Briton
of all time according to the BBC's poll was Winston Churchill.
Churchill galvanized the nation at its time of greatest need (1940).
When Britain stood alone against Hitler's war machine. For this
it seems Britons are eternally grateful. How many of these
people had you heard of before? I wonder who would win the

L plaudit-Greatest Japanese of all time-any suggestions?
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