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Gy .+ | Japan and England: The same or different?
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(Today let’s look at the similarities and differences between Japan
and England. England is the same as Japan in as much as both
countries are surrounded by sea. As a result the two countries share
an ‘Island mentality’. The characteristics of people living within
Japan and England are probably influenced by the geographic
nature of their lives. Both groups of people are very aware of their
differences from other nationalities. Japan and England also have
long, rich, and well-documented histories, which provide a strong
sense of national identity. Both cultures are well-developed,
complex, and difficult for outsiders to properly understand. These
commonalities could create the impression that the two countries
are very similar. This impression would be wrong. Although they
do share some important likenesses, when the nature of each nation
is examined many, many differences are found. Religion, weather,
diet, history, education, language and ethnicity are some of the
influences that shape a culture. Japanese and English cultures are as
different as ‘Sushi’and ‘Roast Beef’. Let’s list some of these
differences.

You bow, we shake hands. We keep our shoes on while you take
yours off. Bathing for us is a practical way to clean. For you it is a
way to wind down at the end of the day. You use chopsticks, we
prefer knives and forks. We eat the Potato, you rice. For us the
individual is the most important. You favour the community. You
are East we are West. Most of us are Christian. Most of you are
Buddhist. You have ‘The Samurai’ we have ‘The Politician’. Our
hair is brown and blonde yours is black. You have Obon we have
Easter. We have London you have Tokyo.

We could go on and on and on with this list. The point is that whilst
our countries share some important similarities our nations are very
different. I came to Japan to explore these differences. The more I
learn about Japanese culture the more interested I become. Wouldn
’t it be boring if we lived in a world where everything was the
\_ same?
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