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Hello,this is Thomas. One staple of American culture is the
state fair. State fairs began as places to show off agriculture-
related things. Fairs still have a strong focus on agriculture, but
also have carnival rides, art shows, contests, parades, and con-
certs.

This year the lowa State Fair will be held from August 8-18.
The lowa State Fair began in 1854.

There are contests for the biggest animal. Contests include
"Big Boar," "Super Bull," "Largest Rabbit,” and "Heaviest
Pigeon."”

One lowa State Fair tradition is the butter sculpture. These
sculptures sometimes feature contemporary figures like Harry
Potter, Peanuts, or Snow White.

The fair hosts the state's largest arts show. At the lowa State
Fair Fabric and Threads Department you can see traditional
quilts, rugs and dolls.

Some of the interesting contests include pigeon rolling, roos-
ter crowing, wood chopping, pie eating, and outhouse racing.
The fair also has the world's only "Lawn Chair Toss" competi-
tion.

Concerts are a big part of the fair. Over the years many popu-
lar groups have performed.

The lowa State Fair is one of the few traditional events that
continues to survive into the modern era. And it's a great chance
to catch a glimpse of traditional rural American culture.
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