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Happy New Year or Manigong Bagong Taon! O000oooooooo
How's your New Year's Day? Did you celebrate it witha OOOO0O0O0O
bang? Have you visited the shrine and drew a shrine lot? I enjoy oooooooooooooooooooooooon
Japanese traditions too but not as much | enjoy my country's O0000000000000O0COCOOOO0OO0000OO
celebration. gooboobooooooboooobouoobobobobo

gboboooooood
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gboboboboooooboOoOoOobOOobDOobOOobDOon
gboboobooooooboooooooboobobobo
gboboboboooooooooooobooboboDbo
gomobobboooooooooo@mooooooo
gbobooooooooobomoobobooooooog

In the Philippines, we welcome the New Year by following
many traditions we've inherited from our ancestors and coun-
tries which have colonized us.

One of them is lighting up firecrackers and making loud nois-
es at the strike of midnight to drive away bad luck and evil spir-
its. We prepare sumptuous dishes like embutido (meat loaf)
kaldereta (Spanish stew), lumpia (Shanghai meat spring rolls or
* harumaki") leche flan (Spanish custard pudding) and halaya

(purple yam "anko")and so on. 00o0ooooooooooooooo

Aside from luscious dishes we prepare, we can't celebrate O000000ooOo0ooooooolzooooooon
New Year's Day without displaying 12 round fruits. Round food OOO0OO0O0O0O000O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0O0OO0OO0OOOOOO
symbolizes eternity and sweets represent prosperity in lifeWe QOO0 00000000000O0OOCOOOOCOOOOO
also tend to make special dishes in large portions because we OO0 0000O000O0CO000O0COO0OOOOOOOOO
share them with neighbors and relatives and they alsoexchange OO O0O0O0OO000O0O000OO0O0OOOODOOOOOO

their dishes with us. Food is served whole day round and any
visitor is welcome to eat.
How about you? Do you have any similar tradition in your
L country? Cecilia
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