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( May Day! May Day!

You are sitting at home alone watching TV or perhaps read-
ing a book. Suddenly, your doorbell rings. You open the door,
but nobody is there! When you look down at your feet you dis-
cover an anonymous person has left a small beautifully decorat-
ed basket filled with flowers and treats for you. The 1st of May
has arrived.

Although, the custom of secretly leaving baskets filled with
goodies (May baskets as they are commonly referred to) on
someone's doorstep on has been fading since the 19th century.
This May Day tradition is still practiced in some parts of the
United States. Elementary school children typically make their
baskets at school as a craft. The children leave them on their
unsuspecting friend's doorsteps and ring the doorbell after they
have filled them with popcorn, cookies, and other fun edibles.
Traditionally, a kiss was exchanged if the culprit happened to be
caught.

May 1st is known as May Day in Europe and North America.
Originally a pagan festival celebrating Spring, now it is also
recognized as a Catholic saint's feast day, as well as a day for
political protests and organized labor. In many countries, it is a
national holiday. Although the origin and reason vary, some
form of May Day is celebrated in over 70 countries.
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