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“Kamusta kayo?” (Mina san, Ogenki desu ka?) I hope you're all having a
wonderful summer enjoying outdoor activities.

In the Philippines, August is typhoon season so we do a lot of indoor ac-
tivities at schools.

Every August, the Month of the Philippine Languages is celebrated.
Everyone is encouraged to speak and use Tagalog more. Some of you prob-
ably don’t know that Spanish was used as our official language in the 19th
century. Since we were colonized by Spain for a very long period, most
Filipinos still use many Spanish words daily and take up Spanish lessons
high school.

After the Americans occupied us, the medium of instructions at schools
became English by 1901. All subjects are taught in English, textbooks are
written in English as well. Newspapers circulate in English and Tagalog
and T.V. and radio programs are broadcasted in both languages as well.

You probably don’t know but Philippines has 12 regional and 120 local
dialects spoken in different regions.

During the celebration, schools implement different activities concerning
Tagalog (national language) such as singing, reciting and writing poems and
S0 on.

Tagalog is easy to pronounce so you could probably remember these ex-
pressions. “Kamusta ka?” (How are you?) and “Mabuti” (I'm fine.)

Studying second language is not bad because it’s definitely an additional
skill as long as you don’t forget your national language.

Have a great safe summer. See you in September! “Paalam!” (Goodbye!)

L Cecilia
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