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Hi everyone! How was your New Year’s Day?

Time flies by really fast and on the 8th, we will be celebrating the
Coming of Age Day. In the Philippines, coming of age is also cele-
brated on the 18th birthday of each individual. City offices do not
hold mass celebrations as is done in Japan. When Filipino citizens
become 18, they get the right to vote or get married without ob-
taining parental consent. But most importantly, it's when they need
to become responsible adults.

Generally, families hold home parties or dine out on this special
day. Well — off families hold a lavish formal party for their teenage

Typically, a Debut Party starts with a prayer for the celebrant’s
blessing. One of the highlights is the Cotillion Dance consisting of
18 members which the celebrant picked among her friends.The 18
Roses Dance is also a significant portion of the celebration in which
18 male friends or family members of the debutant would present
her with a rose and take turns dancing with her. The father is the
last to share a dance with his daughter.

Even though most girls cannot be celebrated like this, all parents
wish much happiness and success for their children as they enter
this new stage of their lives.

Wishing all new adults a wonderful celebration! “Sejin shiki
Omedetou!” Cecilia

daughters called the Debut Party. These aren’t held for sons though.
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